192	THE ORIGINS OF THE WORLD WAR
long-sought moment would then have arrived in which
Russia and Prance could attack Germany with overwhelm-
ing forces and begin the World War with a prospect of
success.
The Triple Entente would not attack Germany, how-
ever, Tisza believed, until Russia had won over Bulgaria
and so threatened Austria with a war on three fronts.
The crux of the European situation lay, therefpre, in the
Balkans and particularly in attaching Bulgaria to the Cen-
tral Powers. This was of just as much vital interest to
Germany as to Austria. Therefore the Dual Monarchy
should strive to oppose Russia's Balkan policy by a well-
considered harmonious German-Austrian policy. The best
way to win Bulgaria, Tisza believed, was to hold out to
Ferdinand the prospect of acquiring Macedonia. This
could not be accomplished at once. Bulgaria would need
several years to recover strength and heal the wounds of
war. Meanwhile the Central Powers must assure Bulgaria
protection against attack from Turkey or Greece. Ruma-
nian public feeling was very strong against Hungary, but
an effort must be made to keep King Carol firm in his
alliance and assure him that Rumania was in no danger of
an attack from Bulgaria. Germany and Austria must
henceforth cooperate together to effect a favorable grouping
of the Balkan States; Rumania and Greece must be wooed
away from Serbia, and reconciled with Bulgaria on the basis
of an enlargement of Bulgaria at Serbia's expense.
Such, in outline, was the policy which Tisza thought
ought to be urged upon Germany, so that the two Central
Powers would support one another at Sofia, Bucharest, and
Constantinople. At the end of his Memoir he again repeats
that this is a policy of peace for the present, and that "it
is only in a relatively distant future that Bulgaria can com-
pensate herself with Macedonia." And in closing, he
again says with emphasis: "In the Balkans we must first

